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Amid RTD security issues in Colorado, agency police
chief on investigative leave; "None of your concern,"
says CEO

By Brian Maass, Karen Morfitt
Updated on: July 25, 2024 / 11:51 AM MDT / CBS Colorado

As the Regional Transportation District grapples with crime issues on buses and
light rail trains in the Denver metro area, CBS News Colorado has learned that its
Chief of Police and Emergency Management, Joel Fitzgerald Sr., has been placed
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on leave as an outside investigator looks into alleged "policy violations."
Fitzgerald was hired to head RTD's police force in August 2022.

In recent years, RTD doubled its police force and took additional steps to protect
drivers and passengers.

When asked about the leave, RTD CEO Debra Johnson said, "That is none of your
concern."

In June, the Denver Post reported that passengers on RTD trains and buses were
threatened or assaulted at the rate of one incident per day over the last three
years. The newspaper reported that RTD drivers are assaulted an average of 100
times per year since 2019.

Against that backdrop, CBS News Colorado learned from RTD sources that
Fitzgerald has been placed on leave as the transit agency investigates allegations
of policy violations by Fitzgerald. In an internal memo dated July 1, RTD CEO
Debra Johnson announced Fitzgerald was on leave as of July 1 and that the deputy

Joel Fitzgerald Sr.  

C B S

Watch CBS News

Be the first to know
Get browser notifications for breaking news,
live events, and exclusive reporting.

7/26/24, 11:13 AM Amid RTD security issues in Colorado, agency police chief on investigative leave; "None of your concern," says CEO - CBS Color…

https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/police-chief-rtd-leave-joel-fitzgerald-security-issues-colorado/ 2/7

https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/rtd-announces-new-transit-police-chief-joel-fitzgerald/
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/06/07/rtd-assaults-violence-drugs-buses-trains-public-transit/
https://www.cbsnews.com/live/


chief of police was acting chief "until further notice." She did not provide any
information to employees about the nature of the leave.

When CBS News Colorado inquired about the reason for Fitzgerald's leave, the
agency's communications staff did not respond to calls or emails. RTD board
members also were unresponsive to inquiries about the chief's leave, with one
suggesting the media contact Johnson.

RTD employees contacted by CBS News Colorado said they were prohibited from
speaking publicly, but acknowledged that numerous employees had been
informed that an outside investigations company was in the process of
conducting interviews regarding allegations of policy violations by Fitzgerald.

When CBS News Colorado investigative reporter Karen Morfitt approached
Johnson this month seeking more information, Johnson refused to discuss the
chief being placed on leave and refused to answer questions on the topic.

"It's a personnel matter and people have privacy issues," said Johnson. "I am not
addressing your questions ... pertaining to any personnel matter."

When he was hired in 2022, Fitzgerald's salary was set at $250,000.

It's unclear what alleged policy violations are being scrutinized.
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A text message and phone call to a phone number listed to Fitzgerald did not
elicit a response.

Brian Maass

Your Investigator Brian Maass has a reputation for breaking major stories at CBS News
Colorado. He is a veteran reporter who has established a high level of trust and
credibility in the community. Read his reports or check out his bio & send him an email.
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2 Cards Charging 0% Interest Until Nearly 2026
With no annual fee and no interest until nearly 2026, this card is helping Americans pay off debt in record time.

Learn More

Empty Antarctica Cruises Cost Almost Nothing (Take A Look)
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These New Shoes Are Leaving Neuropathy Experts Baffled

New Electric Cars Come With Tiny Price Tags (Take A Look)
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Who Has the Cheapest Car Insurance in California (Check Zip
Code)

Learn More

The New Cadillac Escalade Is A Jaw Dropper

New SUVs Many Don't Realize Are Loaded With Luxury (Take
A Look)

Rob Gronkowski Chooses These Shoes As His Favorite
Shoes Much More Comfortable Than Traditional Dress Shoes. Italian Leather and Running Shoe Technology 
Providing First Class Comfort All Day Long.
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Top Single Person EVs For Seniors (See Prices)

At Last, An ED Pill for 87¢ That Actually Works

Watch CBS News

Be the first to know
Get browser notifications for breaking news,
live events, and exclusive reporting.

7/26/24, 11:13 AM Amid RTD security issues in Colorado, agency police chief on investigative leave; "None of your concern," says CEO - CBS Color…

https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/police-chief-rtd-leave-joel-fitzgerald-security-issues-colorado/ 6/7
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2024 Buick's Are Turning Heads
Learn More

Marina Del Rey: These $300/Month Senior Living Apartments
Are Stunning
Perform A Simple Search On The Next Page To See Senior Living Prices Near You
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CEO says this is worth 26 Nvidias
Will This Make the World's First Trillionaire?

These Walk In Tubs Are Cheap (See Prices)

Watch CBS News

7/26/24, 11:13 AM Amid RTD security issues in Colorado, agency police chief on investigative leave; "None of your concern," says CEO - CBS Color…

https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/police-chief-rtd-leave-joel-fitzgerald-security-issues-colorado/ 7/7
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