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Richland police chief placed on ‘Brady’
impeachment list over past nepotism
allegations

BY CAMERON PROBERT
UPDATED DECEMBER 14, 2023 2:15 PM

W 1V ARE RPD

.fm'\.

% WE A
Jo some folks, plastic upcycling means
ki&’4 birdfeeder out of a milk bottl&?

What is plastic upcycling?

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article282963438.html 114


https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime
mailto:cprobert@tricityherald.com
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/
https://account.tri-cityherald.com/auth0?section=crime
https://subscribe.tri-cityherald.com/beinformed
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/#navlink=navbar
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/sports/#navlink=navbar
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/entertainment/#navlink=navbar
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/tricityherald/browse
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/hanford/#navlink=navbar
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/#navlink=navbar
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/opinion/#navlink=navbar
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/state/#navlink=navbar
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/money/#navlink=navbar
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/
http://tri-citiesbest.com/
http://tri-citiesbest.com/

1/1/24, 2:39 PM Richland WA chief placed on ‘Brady’ impeachment list | Tri-City Herald

Richland Police Chief Brigit Clary has been placed on an “impeachment” list that could call into
question her credibility as a witness. She's shown here during a 2022 news conference when
she was the interim chief. JENNIFER KING jking@tricityherald.com
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RICHLAND, WA

Richland Police Chief Brigit Clary has been placed on an “impeachment” list that
could call into question her credibility as a witness in criminal cases.

Though Clary is retiring at the end of this month, prosecutors in Benton County
notified defense attorneys in three cases in which she played a role in the
investigation.

Local prosecutors maintain a “Potential Impeachment Disclosure” list — often
called a “Brady list” — of witnesses whose integrity and trustworthiness could be
questioned if they were called to testify.
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It’s rare for the head of a police department to be placed on the “Brady” list.
However, locally, it happened in 2021 when former Sheriff Jerry Hatcher was
given that designation. Voters have since removed him from office.

The issue with Clary stems from a more than 6-year-old report by her former
employer, the Federal Way Police Departmer
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Brigit Clary was promoted to Richland police chief in 2022. City of Richland

Benton County Prosecutor Eric Eisinger told

report, which only recently came to his attey
lying about 19 overtime hours for her husb

John Clary was on the same police force in
in Toppenish. He left the Federal Way depar
Office shortly before she quit there to come

- . —
Richland City Manager Jon Amundson told t What is plastic upcycling?

that Richland officials were not aware of the
was hired and learned of it in October or Novemper wnen an anonymous Source
sent it to the city, county prosecutors and the Herald.

Richland’s hiring background investigation for Clary was assigned to Tom
Croskrey, who is now the Benton County sheriff but was a Richland police
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lieutenant in 2017.

Croskrey visited Federal Way in person as part of that background check,
Amundson said.

“All of the feedback given to Richland by Federal Way regarding Brigit Clary was
positive and no reference was made to the findings that precipitated Benton
County Prosecutor Eric Eisinger’s recent decision to place Brigit Clary on the
potential impeachment disclosure list,” Amudson told the Herald in the email.

However, Croskrey told the Herald this week that Clary told him at the time that
she was on paid administrative leave and he informed Richland’s then police Chief
Chris Skinner

At the time, Skinner said Clary also had told him about the investigation but that
he wanted to move forward with hiring her anyway, said Croskrey.

Since Federal Way police officials hadn’t wrapped up their investigation, they
didn’t share any of the details of their allegations, Croskrey said.

Then, soon after Clary announced plans to retire on Jan. 1, 2024, an anonymous
tip arrived in October 2023 that alerted local officials to what happened in Federal
Way.

The full Federal Way report arrived anony

That’s when Benton County prosecutors con
information.

]J. Ryan Call, Federal Way’s city attorney, said
that Brigit Clary decided to resign shortly afi | What is plastic upcycling?
through her union rep. The police departme

termination, but she resigned. ...”

The Herald obtained the email and later confirmed it with Benton County Deputy
Prosecutor Terry Bloor.
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She left Federal Way in March 2017 to work as a sergeant on the Richland force.
She eventually worked her way up to the position of deputy chief in 2022.

She was promoted in April 2022 to the position of chief after Chief John Bruce
suddenly resigned in January 2022. He had replaced Skinner after he took a job in
Oregon.

Clary, who was the first woman to be Richland’s police chief, oversees about 120
employees, including police officers, emergency services workers, Benton and
Franklin county dispatchers and code enforcement officers.

Clary could not be reached by email this week about the issue.

CITY OF RICHLAND
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The Richland Police Department station is at 871 Ge

FEDERAL WAY INVESTIGATION

The claims of nepotism and dishonesty are from a Feb. 3, 2017, report from
Seattle-based private investigation firm Seabold Group.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article282963438.html 6/14


https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article260529782.html

1/1/24, 2:39 PM Richland WA chief placed on ‘Brady’ impeachment list | Tri-City Herald
At the time, the 26-page report was sent to Call who was Federal Way’s interim city
attorney.

Clary had been at the department since 2002 and was a lieutenant at the time of
the report. Her husband also was a lieutenant in the same department.

He left the Federal Way department in late 2016 or early 2017 before the
investigation report was finished.

One of Brigit Clary’s assignments was to oversee the spending of a $25,000 grant
from the King County Sheriff’s Office, including approving overtime for officers
working in the department’s registered sex offender monitoring program.

Officers visited homes to verify sex offenders were living where they said were. If
they hadn’t registered, then the officers would write reports so charges could be
filed.

Four times in October 2016, Brigit Clary approved overtime totaling 13 hours for
her husband, and two other times she asked another lieutenant to approve John
Clary’s overtime for 6 hours, according to the investigation.

In November 2016 she was placed on paid leave while city officials investigated
whether she violated policies related to nepgia pia

started the investigation, but then it was ha
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Richland Police Chief Brigit Clary has been placed on an “impeachment” list that could call into
question her credibility as a witness. She's shown here during a 2022 news conference when
she was the interim chief. Jennifer King jking@tricityherald.com

She was interviewed twice and then later gi
statements before the final report was issue
process wrapped up in February 2017.

The report concludes that she violated rules
overtime for a program that she supervised.

ak?ou‘f the pf)licy and procedures for adminis What is plastic upcycling?
with investigators.

Because she left before Federal Way decided witcurer w e 11T, UIC LIIIULILED 11L
the report were never disseminated. She left Federal Way for the job in Richland

in March 2017.

NEPOTISM POLICY DISPUTE
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The Federal Way investigation found that most of the police department’s
command staff believed the process for managing the grant money was clear and
that Brigit Clary was not to supposed to be managing or approving overtime for
her husband.

She contended to the investigators that the rules were not that strict.

She signed John Clary’s overtime for four days in October 2016 while her
commander, Chris Norman, was out of the office, according to the investigation.

She didn’t contact the deputy chiefs or other commanders to approve the
overtime. Brigit Clary said they weren’t available, but administrators disputed
that.

The report said when her husband worked over two more times that month, she
had another lieutenant sign off on it instead of her commander who was back in
the office.

John Clary already had received some complaints because he was working
overtime that was usually reserved for lower ranking officers. He also didn’t have
the right training to complete the “failure to register” paperwork, said the report.

His lack of training ended up in one of the c:

because of what was believed to be “an obvi

Norman said he likely wouldn’t have appro
because they wanted to make the grant mo

Brigit Clary told the investigators that she be

contract, and she wanted to make sure they
What is plastic upcycling?

When she was reminded that the contract e:
sure because sometimes it takes months to g

- a —

THREE CRIMINAL CASES
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Benton County Prosecutor Eric Eisinger told the Herald that he first heard about
the possibility of the Federal Way investigation on Oct. 20, 2023, and then
confirmed it with a federal prosecutor. An anonymous source forwarded the
report on Nov. 11.

] B Eric Eisinger

Six days later, Eisinger and a committee of three deputy prosecutors decided out
of an abundance of caution to add her to the “Brady” list of potential police
witnesses with possible credibility issues.

Just because an officer is on the list doesn’t mean it will come up in trial, or that
the case would be thrown out, Eisinger said.

“I don’t believe this is going to prevent us form prosecuting cases from Richland
police,” he said.

The potential impeachment disclosure list is
Court ruling that required prosecutors to ha
used to prove a defendant didn’t commit a c

“The idea is the prosecution is not in the po
information is admissible,” Eisinger said. “It What is plasti ling?
. : . . at 1s plastic upcycling?
determine if that information is admissible.’ P pey &
The three cases in which Clary had some leve. va sy vav carivsie sirermamcs wee avao

murder of Daniel Rice by Kyle Johnson-Clark, the child rape conviction of Matthew

Lowe and a third child sex abuse case.
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While Clary was part of those investigations, she wasn’t part of the final witness
lists and didn’t testify in court, Eisinger said.

Though all three cases have gone to trial or resulted in a guilty plea, Eisinger said
he felt he needed to put Clary on the list.

At least two of the cases are on appeal to a higher court and could be returned for
another trial or other court proceeding.
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FWPD.2016-007

TO: Ryan Call, Interim City Attorney, City of Federal Way
FROM: Kris Cappel, Anna Rendes — Seabold Group
DATE: Febrruary 3, 2017

SUBJECT: Standards Investigation #2016-007

l. INTRODUCTION & SCOPE OF INVESTIGATION

The City of Federal Way retained Seabold Group to conduct Standards Investigation 2016-007
to determine the facts and circumstances surrounding alleged violations of the police
department Code of Conduct and City Employee Guidelines by Lieutenant Brigit Clary. Lt. Clary
has been a member of the Federal Way Police Department (FWPD) since 2002,

On Novermnber 18, 2016, Lt. Clary was served personally with a Letter of Standards Investigation
Motice and placed on administrative leave with pay. The investigation was originally assigned to
Commander Chris Norman. Seabold Group was subsequently hired as outside investigators to
conduct the investigation.

On December 13, 2016, Lt. Clary was served personally with a revised Letter of Standards
Investigation Notice and Garrity Advisement. Copies of both letters and the Garrity Advisement
are attached as Exhibit A. Lt. Clary was informed that an investigation had been npened
because “on several instances during the month of Q
overtime compensation request slips submitted by
performed at [her] request pursuant to the Registe
alleged that some of the reports and overtime req
inaccurate, The notice further stated that “this beh
the following policies, procedures and/or City guidd
Laws, Ordinances, and Rules; Code of Conduct 1.3
Reports and Records; and Employee Guidelines 4.2

Seabold Group interviewed Lt. Clary in person on D)
She was accompanied both times by her legal coun
present during both of Lt. Clary's interviews and th
been provided with copies of transcripts of her inte
has not made any corrections or clarifications. Befg
advised that failure to fully and truthfully answer g
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This story was originally published December 13, 2023, 4:15 PM.
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Washington State University.

Take Us With You

Real-time updates and all local stories you want right
in the palm of your hand.

E T T e Ty What is plastic upcycling?

a VIEW NEWSLETTERS =

f v o

SUBSCRIPTIONS LEARN MORE ADVERTISING

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article282963438.html 13/14



https://www.tri-cityherald.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/opinion/editorials/article283278613.html#storylink=topic_Editorials
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/opinion/editorials/article283278613.html#storylink=topic_Editorials
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/opinion/editorials/article283278613.html#storylink=topic_Editorials
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article282970068.html#storylink=topic_Crime
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article282970068.html#storylink=topic_Crime
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article282970068.html#storylink=topic_Crime
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/topics/editor-picks
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article279263799.html#storylink=related_inline
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article279263799.html#storylink=related_inline
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article279263799.html#storylink=related_inline
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article260529782.html#storylink=related_inline
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article260529782.html#storylink=related_inline
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/profile/218378025
https://twitter.com/CameronCprobert
mailto:cprobert@tricityherald.com
tel:509-416-6478
https://tri-cityherald.com/mobile
http://t.news.tri-cityherald.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=tri-cityherald
https://www.facebook.com/TriCityHerald1
https://twitter.com/TriCityHerald
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheTriCityHerald/

1/1/24, 2:39 PM
Start a Subscription
Customer Service
eEdition
Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

Richland WA chief placed on ‘Brady’ impeachment list | Tri-City Herald

About Us McClatchy Advertising
Contact Us Place an Ad
Newsletters Place a Classified Ad
Archives Place an Obituary

Personal Finance Staffing Solutions

Political | Advocacy Advertising

Part of the McClatchy Media Network

COPYRIGHT PRIVACY POLICY  YOUR PRIVACY CHOICES TERMS OF SERVICE

What is plastic upcycling?

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article282963438.html

14/14


https://subscribe.tri-cityherald.com/beinformed
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/customer-service/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/e-edition/today/#navlink=mi_footer
https://myaccount.tri-cityherald.com/tri_tch/home
https://myaccount.tri-cityherald.com/tri_tch/home
https://www.mcclatchy.com/our-impact/markets/tri-city-herald/
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/customer-service/#navlink=mi_footer
https://t.news.tri-cityherald.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=tri-cityherald
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/archives/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/money/#navlink=mi_footer
https://go.mcclatchy.com/media-capabilities-tri-city/p/1
https://business.mcclatchy.com/tricities
https://placeclassifieds.mcclatchy.com/classifieds/tricity/index.html
https://tricityherald.obituaries.com/
https://hiring.mcclatchy.com/recruitmentproducts
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/political-advocacy
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/customer-service/copyright/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.mcclatchy.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy-central.securiti.ai/#/dsr-universal/0a979fab-900d-4113-aab0-e2bf786400ac
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/customer-service/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer

