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CHESTERFIELD, Va. (WRIC) — Chesterfield’s chief prosecutor, Commonwealth’s Attorney Stacey Davenport, has been cited for an ethics

violation for statements she made to the media during a trial related to Linda Lunsford’s murder.

The decision, which was published by a subcommittee of the state bar on Tuesday, April 11, centered on a news release and radio promo that
were distributed ahead of the trial of John Harvey Howard. Howard was convicted of killing Linda Lunsford in 1996 — a cold case that took
police more than 20 years to solve.

Howard, who was 62 at the time of his arrest, died in custody before he could be sentenced.

| PREVIOUS COVERAGE: Man convicted in decades-old Chesterfield murder case dies before sentencing »

Before the trial commenced in 2022, Davenport issued a news release outlining her office’s view of the case and describing the disappearance

of Lunsford, whose body, even after Howard’s arrest and conviction, was never recovered.

In the release, Davenport is quoted as saying, “Linda Lunsford was murdered by her former boyfriend and co-worker John Howard on the day-

after Christmas in 1996. The brutality of her murder was compounded by the fact her body was never recovered.”
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There was just one issue — since Lunsford’s body was never recovered, no one, except perhaps John Howard, knew how she died.

That month, Howard’s defense attorney sought and was ultimately granted a court order barring Davenport from making any further public

comments while the trial was ongoing.

“The press releases, the content of them, the overall timing of the recent publicity, all in the Court’s mind present a substantial risk of

interfering with the fairness of this jury trial,” wrote Judge Lynn Brice.

| Richmond Flying Squirrels president ‘cannot be confident’ in security of team’s future »

Davenport reportedly told the state bar committee that she had not intended to interfere with Howard’s right to a fair trial, that the release was

based on an already-public indictment, and that during jury selection, none of the jurors indicated having seen or read her press release.

Nevertheless, the state bar’s committee found that she had violated ethics rules around trial publicity and that her statements had the

potential to taint the jury pool.

The committee ultimately decided to issue a public admonition to Davenport, effectively sparing her from any immediate consequences, but

ensuring that documentation of the incident would remain in the public record.
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