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Court Sides With Driver Who Flipped Off Officer After
Getting Ticketed

MICHAEL GAUTHIER
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Getting ticketed is never fun, but it’s
probably not a good idea to give an officer the finger.

However, that's what happened on June 1st, 2017. According to the Sixth
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Circuit Court of Appeals, Taylor, Michigan Police Officer Matthew Minard pulled

Debra Cruise-Gulyas over for speeding. Minard was apparently in a good mood
as he wrote Cruise-Gulyas a ticket for impeding traffic which is a “lesser
violation, known as a non-moving violation.”

While most drivers would be happy with this, Cruise-Gulyas was upset and
flipped Minard off as she drove away. This gesture angered Minard who pulled
Cruise-Gulyas over again and changed her ticket to a “moving violation — a
speeding offense and what counts as a more serious violation of Michigan law.”
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Cruise-Gulyas sued Minard for violating her constitutional rights under the first,
fourth and fourteenth amendments. Minard attempted to get the case
dismissed, but the United States District Court of Eastern Michigan rejected the

motion last year.

Minard appealed and the cased moved to the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals.
The court issued their opinion yesterday and Circuit Judge Jeffrey Sutton noted
“Fits of rudeness or lack of gratitude may violate the Golden Rule,” but that
doesn’t make them illegal, punishable or “matter grounds for a seizure.”

Sutton went on to note Cruise-Gulyas was pulled over less than 100 yards (91
meters) from the initial stop. Given that she hadn’t broken any laws in that short
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distance, the court determined Minard violated Cruise-Gulyas’s right to be “free
from an unreasonable seizure by stopping her a second time.”

The court also noted “Any reasonable officer would know that a citizen who
raises her middle finger engages in speech protected by the first amendment.”
As a result, they determined Minard committed a “cognizable, and clear,

violation of her speech rights.”
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The Latest

Honda Preparing Canadian Factory For Hybrid Production With $1.1
Billion Investment

Honda plans to be selling nothing but battery-electric and fuel-cell EVs by 2040.
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Abandoned BMW Dealership In Spain Holds A Trove Of Motoring
Treasures

Take a tour of an abandoned workshop full of vintage cars, some of which have been sitting for
over 30 years.

This Summer Audi Vehicles Will Be Available With Extended Reality
Gaming

Audi will offer VR games that sync up with the motion of a vehicle in its cars starting in June.
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Thieves Steal Wheels And Aero Caps From A Dozen Teslas Parked In
German Delivery Center

The incident happened in the Tesla Delivery Center in Weiterstadt, Germany.

What’s The Best Car Advertisement Ever?

Most of us hate ads but every once in a while one is just too good to ignore.
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Austria’s DEUS Automobiles Teases All-Electric Hypercar Concept
Coming To NY Auto Show

Based on technology developed by ItalDesign and Williams Advanced Engineering, the EV will
debut at the NY Auto Show.

Audi Working On Connected Technology To Protect Cyclists On The
Road

Working with Spoke, a connected platform for cyclists, Audi wants to make cars and bicycles more
aware of each other.
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2023 Cadillac Lyriq Electric SUV Goes On Sale On May 19

Cadillac says the process will be like any other model and that production starts this month.

Prodrive Hunter Is Your $1.6-Million Go-Anywhere Dakar Rally-Inspired
Hypercar
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600 hp twin-turbo V6 coupe is based on the Bahrain Raid Xtreme racer driven by WRC champ
Sebastian Loeb.

2023 Audi Q6, Nissan GT-R Axed In Europe, And Tesla’s Second Price
Hike In A Week: Your Morning Brief

Plus, VW earns more money despite selling fewer cars, and a new Roush Ranger.
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Than The Base-Spec V6
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