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Tallahassee police officer placed
on leave after video shows
questionable takedown of suspect

Mon, March 28, 2022, 3:56 PM · 3 min read

A Tallahassee Police Department officer was placed on

administrative leave after video taken by a bystander

surfaced on social media showing him using questionable

force on a suspect who allegedly left the scene of a traffic

crash.

The encounter happened early Friday evening on the

sidewalk at Saint Francis Street and Railroad Avenue. A 43-

second video posted on Instagram shows Officer Shawn

Wright pick up the suspect, a 27-year-old man, and flip him

upside down before taking him down head-first and

pinning him on the ground.

The bystanders who shot the video appeared shocked by

what they saw. “Oh my God. They just threw him on the

floor head first,” one person said. Another observed, “He

wasn’t even fighting them.”
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In this screenshot from a video on social media, a Tallahassee Police officer lifts
up a suspect before bringing him to down the ground.

In an interview with the Tallahassee Democrat, Police Chief

Lawrence Revell said that it appeared from the footage

that the suspect never "hit the concrete ground at all."

“Anytime I see use of force — we’ve said repeatedly use of

force (doesn’t) look pretty — I’m always concerned,” Revell

said. “But my concern is simply to make sure that what we

are seeing is within policy and procedure and state statute

and meets the constitutional requirement of

reasonableness.”

TPD later issued a statement saying the suspect was

involved in a minor collision and left the scene. Witnesses

gave officers video footage of the suspect and his vehicle

and found him walking in the area.

"Upon attempts to detain the suspect, he resisted arrest

and physical control was utilized to take him into custody,"

the department said. "No injuries were reported."

Revell said the department takes use-of-force issues “very

seriously” but that he would reserve judgment on whether

proper force was used “until I have all the facts in front of

me.”

Body camera video posted

POPULAR

Man charged with attempted murder in
shooting, ramming of Chicago officers during
traffic stop
WGN - Chicago

Halle Berry Got Very Honest About Keanu
Reeves

Chicago officer, suspect struck in shootout
after traffic stop
WGN - Chicago

Officer shot, second pinned between cars

Ad • Scribol

 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SEARCH SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE...Download the Yahoo News app

Sign in  Mail

https://news.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/man-charged-attempted-murder-shooting-153200306.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=rMuCJbMGIS9hmpwR91uHxOeTEILKhOZtB363oASIQYC6UpUBFkrjLvJANSvUTBcneghWngfrll7xsYqhiljMIYU37ZJLWObVIY3CgzrdxjtQrS1yJsQoBWBenET64D4LIqOMZq35s03.nVZsoayWitBJ.uvhtZ5iWAgtatJ_Bh1_aIo4PEYBRMvb6CQm.Ykta1Ym26.7vrwXca2lPwWlzH4UZqLUh8n0i0BAkN.ZNzlloftOO6F0aLw0FZtQjwCzLwu4hGaptm2ZsFpN6LIHcJKckfrf3GDePZlfl3QVoCPKycAfuzdJ6K2ek9bS9pa3pFMBW0WLf7InnqS6sf67r8igl_qNswmUIUBC907YxhU306Mtul6IiKB4EFGwgNSnLpV9tYOUu4QmVrnmF9CEhDIEaWe61wcr7SUIgl_qk6tMBYTBd3Ewc1p62HU2qSOeD5jil_kPyZyELFYx.SXv9BRu0ozXX00cHMq2g_C4GYd.ybOm.MS5DKE0SnwfGAbJ98WYbR4xbKfXJwhDqQbEBxwlcAKMWhkYRprlSWy_O6Qwq2msP.G7Q7XDYjiMCwP25n..tIACid8ItK8SmFawrYK6BPm0PLjzW1mNDpzLYNv4pxh1VjjxqQl7CGOCfDUi0ukZGjtz0rym3rugxgHkLGLS4mxHoHTrBTb7S_UQuovnscaJogeW78D628Su8YR9373LLQC5uB4eOF6NF5L3uefGGQe2WPj3Lku4wQ5mVUKfudNqi1WD.efPx_QqJ02RQoIW0ttvf7YTVWNEec2pI3nf_ZPY5AVVe1TpHucJ8WP4aHChcbcJpPfpLchOvzENZsoI_TUqNb3iEBk_FhwK3SUXyxGslcL.4XftOXTwjj2YVmJG
https://news.yahoo.com/chicago-officer-suspect-struck-shootout-152800433.html
https://news.yahoo.com/officer-shot-second-pinned-between-153500369.html
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=rMuCJbMGIS9hmpwR91uHxOeTEILKhOZtB363oASIQYC6UpUBFkrjLvJANSvUTBcneghWngfrll7xsYqhiljMIYU37ZJLWObVIY3CgzrdxjtQrS1yJsQoBWBenET64D4LIqOMZq35s03.nVZsoayWitBJ.uvhtZ5iWAgtatJ_Bh1_aIo4PEYBRMvb6CQm.Ykta1Ym26.7vrwXca2lPwWlzH4UZqLUh8n0i0BAkN.ZNzlloftOO6F0aLw0FZtQjwCzLwu4hGaptm2ZsFpN6LIHcJKckfrf3GDePZlfl3QVoCPKycAfuzdJ6K2ek9bS9pa3pFMBW0WLf7InnqS6sf67r8igl_qNswmUIUBC907YxhU306Mtul6IiKB4EFGwgNSnLpV9tYOUu4QmVrnmF9CEhDIEaWe61wcr7SUIgl_qk6tMBYTBd3Ewc1p62HU2qSOeD5jil_kPyZyELFYx.SXv9BRu0ozXX00cHMq2g_C4GYd.ybOm.MS5DKE0SnwfGAbJ98WYbR4xbKfXJwhDqQbEBxwlcAKMWhkYRprlSWy_O6Qwq2msP.G7Q7XDYjiMCwP25n..tIACid8ItK8SmFawrYK6BPm0PLjzW1mNDpzLYNv4pxh1VjjxqQl7CGOCfDUi0ukZGjtz0rym3rugxgHkLGLS4mxHoHTrBTb7S_UQuovnscaJogeW78D628Su8YR9373LLQC5uB4eOF6NF5L3uefGGQe2WPj3Lku4wQ5mVUKfudNqi1WD.efPx_QqJ02RQoIW0ttvf7YTVWNEec2pI3nf_ZPY5AVVe1TpHucJ8WP4aHChcbcJpPfpLchOvzENZsoI_TUqNb3iEBk_FhwK3SUXyxGslcL.4XftOXTwjj2YVmJG
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle
https://search.yahoo.com/search/
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/plus
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://mobile.yahoo.com/news
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Ftallahassee-police-officer-placed-leave-182227171.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://news.yahoo.com/


3/30/22, 2:22 PM Tallahassee police officer placed on leave after video shows questionable takedown of suspect

https://www.yahoo.com/news/tallahassee-police-officer-placed-leave-182227171.html 3/7

TPD posted footage on YouTube on Monday afternoon

from both officers' body-worn cameras. The videos can be

seen here and here.

Wright ordered the suspect to put his hand behind his

back, but he responded by asking "Why?" Wright warned

him: "Listen, if you pull away form me one more time, I'm

going to take you to the ground. It's gonna hurt."

Story continues
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3/30/22, 2:22 PM Tallahassee police officer placed on leave after video shows questionable takedown of suspect
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