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This 2019 post from the Town of Tonawanda Police Department’s o몭cial
Facebook page is one of several online posts from that period praising
O몭cer Michael Lewandowski, left, shown receiving the Erie County
American Legion’s Law and Order award. Lewandowski has served two
suspensions for violating department policies and now faces possible
termination in a new incident.

This is a developing story. Check back for further updates.

A Town of Tonawanda police o몭cer who was suspended four times
since 2017 for various departmental violations has been 몭red by the
town.

The Tonawanda Town Board terminated O몭cer Michael G.
Lewandowski at Monday’s meeting.

Lewandowski had served previous suspensions for forcibly removing
spectators from Town Court, pressuring a state trooper to 몭x a ticket
issued to a relative and pursuing a suspect in violation of department
policy.

The town began proceedings to terminate Lewandowski after he was
suspended for his response in November 2020 to a neighbor dispute.

The Bu몭alo News in February reported on his disciplinary record and
the town’s e몭orts to take away Lewandowski’s badge.

“O몭cer Lewandowski’s written record of repeated infractions and poor
evaluations are (on their face) evidence of unsatisfactory
performance,” Tonawanda Police Capt. David R. Price wrote in
December after the most recent incident.

Price wrote Lewandowski has received nine letters of counsel and four
more serious reports of violation since 2011.

Lewandowski also is a Marine veteran and has received several
department decorations.
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